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one:- fourth Seoteh and one-fourth Sioux Indian.  He setbled ot Fort
Snelling in 1818, and removed to Faribault (Rice County) in 1555,
where he 260l resides { December 12, 1571, He iz the father of ton
children, seven of whom are now living  He possesses g gomd basi-
negs education and speaks the English langosre very coreectly.
Sinee his removal to Faribanit, he has adopted the manners and
customs of the whites and is a gomd eitizen, public spirited and gon.
erous to a fault, and has ever taken an active and lively inlerest in
the growth and prosperity of Faribault, whichk was named for him.
Mr. Faribault is quite actively enzaged in bozipess, and owns one
of the best flonring millz in Faribanlt, which was built by him some
aight vears sgo at & cost of twenty-five thoosand dollars: His wile
i5 & full blood, of the Dakoin, or Sioax tribe of Todisos, and seill
retains the dress and customs of her tribe, Me Faribsolt waz chiel
of the Wabasha band of Sloux, up 1o the time of his setilement in
Faribault.”

It appears that Mr. Faribault once visited this region of
country. Itis stated io the history of Hice eouoty, Minwezoba, that
he, *in the spring of 1533, lollowed the Tndisos south, to their hunt-
ing grounds, located in the present county of Farvibault. (Should
have added Martin.) The place had an [odiao neme signifyving
chained Iakes."

He was a member of the second territorial legisluture, being
oue of the represeatatives of legislutive district number seven.

He-died November 28, 1552,

The following tribute to his memory was written by one who
Enew him well,

*t He was & man of the kindliest fealings, the most inflexible in-
tagrity and an evensss of temper, which was seldom rofled. A man
more universally beloved and respected has never departed from
wmong ns, '’

The county being now bounded and named, we shall procead to
ralata

THE STORY OF THE FIRET EETTLER

Moses Bailor was the first permanentsettler of Faribault county.
He was born in Monroe county, state of Ohio, in the vear 1805, and
wits married at the agpe of twenty-four yvears. He has always been
a Tarmer by occupation. Immodiately after marryine he emigentod
to Elkhart county, Indians, which was then ||1|1Lq: a mieyw and BHIIE-
Iy settled conntry. Here he conticoed to reside for twenty-two
years. His wife died in 1549, leaving him with nine childven, In
the fall of the year 1854 he emigrated, with his family, to Chicksa-
saw county, [owa, where he took up gquarters for the winter, in the
village of Bradford. Finding that the country there had already
bein mainly taken up snd. as he says, “Nob being pew encugh to
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suit his pioneer tastes” and desiring o get lands for his boys as
well ns o home for himself, he concluded to prospact further, as soon
ax the weather would parmit in the spring, Having heard voery
favaorable aceounts of the territory of Minnesota, he, near the first
of April, 1855, in company with James Little and Joho Love, earry-
ing their guns, provisions and blankets, started on fool from Brad-
ford, on an exploring expedition ioto Minnesota. After o day's
jonrney, neither ronds nor settlements existed, but striking out
boldly into the wilderness, they directed their course by the aid of
a pocket compass and a4 map, for the head waters of the Blus Earih
rivar, a2 that stream was somewhat indefinitely Inid dowi on the
maps of that tima. The first point ot which they struecl the Blue
Earth river, was on the east branch, aboot two miles east of the site
of Blue Earth City. Hera they stopped and boilt a fire on the aighth
day of April. st abont eleven (11} o'clock in the forenoon.  Leay-
ing Mr. Little liere, Mr, Sailor and Mr. Love progeaded across the
preivie for the west branch of the river, to exnmioe the timber and
lay of the country, They reached the west branch on section twen-
ty, in town 102, range 27, 4s was indicated by the seetion stakes and
ipieite nenr where Mr, Sailor snbzequently ook his “claim.™

After prospecting for a few hours and being much pleased with
the country, they returned to Mre Little and then sl procecded to
the jonction of the two branches of the river, alterwards koown as
“the forks,” near which they were so fortunate as to find o smail,
rough log cabln, on the north bank of the stream. It was very
rudely built, quite low and not more than ten by twelve feat in siza,
and had evidently been built 8z o mere temporary zheliar.

This eabin had been erected by ope Thomas Holmes, of
Bhakopes, o famons explorer and town-aite loeator, in the early
days of the territory of Mionesota. He was in this region in 1554,
aod erected this eabin, with the intention of making a clsim of the
land adjoiniog. with s view of eventually Iaying out a town in the
vicinity. This he noever did. howaver, bhat woent 20 [ar as 10 employ
two men, whose tames are now forgotten, to go npon the lond and who
oogupied this cabin a short time.  But Mre. Holmes not coming with
provisions, as agreed, they returned to Shakopee and the project
of laying off a town was given up by him, This cabin was the first
sdvance made in the bullding of 4 human habitation; on the capacity
and architectural style of sn Iodian tepes, T was the first house
erectad in the county. To return to oar company, it being now
near night, they concloded to eamp here, This country at the time,
presented a very favorable aspect The snow of which thera
seemad 1o have been bot Little during the winker, had all disap-

peared.
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The ground was dry and the grass just starting. The streams
were very low and easily forded. A bright, warm sun, cloudless
skies and & mild and balmy atmosphers, weleomed our explorers to
this new lumnd.

The next mornine they started northward to Mankato, exploring
the timber and adjacent prairies and csmped in the evening near
Jackson's lake, in Bloe Earth county, The next day they reached
Munlcato, which they found to be n small village of some fifteen
houses, large and small, and a froutier hotel, where they stopped.
This town had beet laid out some thres years bafore. Here they
learned that it was currently reported that the Winnebago Indians,
who were 2oon 1o be removed from their location in the more north-
ern part of the ferritory, were to be located upon a *‘Heservation”
on thie: head-waters of the Blus Earth river, in Faribaalt county.
Bhould this occur, pur pioneers would, of courss, have to abandon
any intention of settling in this county. They then proceeded to
prospect the conntry for a few days on the Blue Earth, Maple and
Cobb rivers, in Blue Harth county, with which they were highly
ploased. At this time there were but & few scattered satblers in
Blue. Earth county and but ope small village —Manlato, At an
eloction held in that county, in the fall of this year. but eighty-six
votes were pollad. There wera but a few soitlers in Frechorn
connty, and ihis county and all the territory west, and northwest
was yvacaut,

Being entirely satisfled with the country, our company returnsd
by their former route, through this county 1w Bradiord and deter-
mined to remove into Blue Barth county, immediatly in the vicinity
of Mankato. In pursuance of this conciusion, My, Sailor, on or
about the Sth - day of May, started from Bradford with his family
of children consisting of five sons, Jacob, Able, Thaniel, William
and Manwel and three danghiers, Esther, Amanda and Roxing, all of
whom subsoguently remained here az rosidents of the county, He
waz accompanied by one Solomon Myers and Archibald Morris and
family. They travelled in covered wagons heavily loaded with hoose-
hold goods and provisions, esch wagon drawn by two yoke of oxen,
the great motive power of new countries. They had decided to settle
somewhere on the Maple river, ‘in Blue Earth county, and the route
theyv lravelled lay by Clear lake, in Towa, Walout lake sud Minne-
sota lale, in this county. This country as before intimabed was
then a trackless wilderness, no roads, or bridges, no homan babita-
tions and the “trail” made by Mr. Sailor and his eompany, was the
first wagon traclk made in the county, by any settler.  They stopped
on the Maple river, about ten miles from Mankato, where Mr
Sailor left the company in eamp and procesded 1o Mankato. Here
he found that the Indians had selectod thelr Heservation in Blue
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Earth county. He then conclnded to return and settle on the hemd-
witers of the Blue Esrth, In this ecounty, but Mr. Morris decided
not to sccompany him and remaingd in Bloe Earth county a short
time. Mre Sallor accompanied by Mr, Myers travellsd op his re-
turn by the ronte he had taken when prospesting, thers baing no
track, or road bowever, and on the twenty fifth day of Muay, tear
noon, hi hod reached his jouney’s end and stopped on the west half of
the southwest quarter of section twently, which with the south hall
of the southensst quarter of section oineteen, adjoining, all in town-
ship one hupdred and two, of range twenty-sevoen, he detarminaed
to claim,

O locating Mr. Sailor proceeded to bresk up about five ncres
of Innd, which he planted to corn and potatoes, camping in the
moantime, in his wagon and & large fent, which he had brought
with him.,

This sod corn produced plenty of ‘‘ronsting enrs.™ and fodder
sufficient for one horse and & dozen hogs during the socessding
winter. The potatoes yielded a.hl.mdnnt];.r and were of & superior
quality, After getting in hiz crop, he procesded to arect o log
house. This bullding was eighteen by twenty-four feet and one
story high and was completed in about & week, except the roof,
which was partly covered by the tent cloth.  And this was the
second honse in this county.

FProvisions now geiting searee, Mr. Sailor went abount ¥20 miles
into lowa, forasupply. He was mone some twelve days and on
his return he finished ap his honse, putting on & “shake" roof.
This old houwse long since disappeared, but it was once the head-
gquarters of the county—the only hotel, or stoppiog plice, in & vast
region for sometiine—the first rezort of new comers—ihe scene of
many a hospitable entertainment and of many a frootier dance and
gocind gathering io the early days. The boys set to work to break
up some ten acres more of land in the early summer and @ small
additicnsl &tract was broken in October, which Mr. Sailor says did
not prove valusble. as the sod instead of rotting, dried in tongh
sirips and pleces like old sheep skins and lay aboit for some thrss
of four years. He sars he knows more abont “breaking’ now,
than he did then.

Daring the year many Indianz, sometimes a3 many 85 bwo
hiindired, or three hundred, ino 8 company, would eall oo Mr, Sailor,
genarally wanting tobaceo, sugar, pork and sometimes **fire-watar, "
which latter acticle he pover let them have, o fact the country
was full of amall bands of roving Indians, who were engaged in hunt-
ing and fishing and sometimes on the war path, bat he says they
ware always peaceable and well disposed wowards him.
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In thosa days he says pame and fur-bearing soimals wors very
plenty, aspecially wolves, foxes, mink, otter and el though bat
few dear. 'There were squirrels, rabbits, gophera, praivie chiclens,
geeze, ducls, cranez, some few black bear, panthers, wild cats,
wood chucls, musk ruts and skunks, and the lakes and stremimn:
were stocleed with fish, He further zays thaton his arvival e found
oo buffalo, but observed a stamping or herding ground near the
siate line, where a large number of buffalos  had stopped during the
preceding winter,, Duaring the yesr the health of himself and fam-
iy was very good, and the weather unbil winter set in, unusaally
pleasank,

Ha has pontinued 1o rezide on the lawd he first tool up. His
farm has been largely improved and he has long sines erected a
comfortable frame house and large barn, Mr, Sallor is of mediom
skwture, well bailt aod has black hair and a long dark beard, now
well zpriokled with gray; dark eyes and dark complexion, and in
his prime was & man of great museular power and endurance—hard
working and couragepus. He belongs to that race of hardy adven
turous pioneers, known only in the far west, who have the couraze
1o abandon the advantazes of old settled coontries and go upon the
extrame frontier, or plunge into the wilderness and amid want and
hardships and privations, surrounded by many dangers, openup ths
wiys of settlement and civilization,

He remarried some years ago (1868), and iz passing hiz declin:
ing yenrs o esse and comfort, owing oo man aovthing, steictly
honest in bis dealings, hospitable and a Jackszon democrat. In the
early days of the county, he served the publiec well wnd faithfully
for saome years as County Commissioner, Buat he now takes no lo-
terest in politics, or public affairs, exeept 1o vote, He says he has
no ambitions to gratify and hates turmoil and strife.  May the even
ing of his days becloudless, and his sun of lile set in trangaility and
pesce, preloding a still brighter day that may break for him on the
other shore,

Since writing the above sketch, Mr. Sailor deparied this life
Ho disd Pabrusry 14, 1556

OTHER SETTLEHES AXD VISrToORs OF 1855,

A short time after Mr, Sailor bad locwted, Aunstin K. Nichols and
Harry > Boberts, called upon him, baviog followed his wagon
track from the north.

In & letter 1o the writer My, Hichols says, his and Robert's act-
tual residence (or settlomentjdates JTuoe 3ih, and that Mr. E. Croshy
came (o o few days after their settlement.

These persons located in town 104, range 28, now Winpebszo
city township.
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